ORDINANCE 946

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 66, ARTICLE II, ENTITLED “TREES” OF
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PINEY POINT VILLAGE, BY ADOPTING A
NEW SECTION 66, ARTICLE II, IMPOSING NEW REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
MAINTENANCE, PROTECTION, AND REMOVAL OF TREES, AND ESTABLISHING
PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION OF SUCH REQUIREMENTS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PINEY POINT
VILLAGE, TEXAS:

Section 1. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Piney Point Village, Texas, is hereby
amended by deleting Chapter 66, Sections 66-31 through 66-83 and by substituting
In lieu thereof the following new Sections to Chapter 66:

Index of Ordinance:

Section 1.
Article II. Trees
Division 1 General Division 3. Administration and Enforcement
Section 66-31. Purpose Section 66-81. Administration
Section 66-32. Definitions Section 66-82. Enforcement
Section 66-33. Qualified Trees Section 66-83. Fees, Fines, and Penalties

Section 66-84 Severability.

Division 2. Requirements for Compliance with Ordinance

Section 66-45. Tree Disposition Permit Required

Section 66-46. Tree Survey Required

Section 66-47. Tree Disposition Plan Required

Section 66-48. Replacement Trees Required

Section 66-49. Protection of Trees Remaining

Section 66-50. Removal of Diseased Trees

Article II. Trees ,
Division 1 General
Section 66-31. Purpose.

It is the purpose of this ordinance to preserve the environmental, economic, health, and aesthetic value
of our Trees, which includes: reduction of air pollution by particulates, CO,, and other gases, return of
O, to the atmosphere, reduction of soil erosion and water runoff, climate control and resulting energy
savings, acting as noise buffers and light shields, and increasing property values; and to enhance the
desirability of our city by requiring careful site planning and the protection of Trees during
construction, controlling unnecessary Tree removal, requiring Tree replacement, prohibiting
indiscriminate cutting or clearing of Trees, and encouraging the increase of our canopy cover while
preserving owners’ rights to utilize and enjoy their property.
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Section 66-32. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Chapter, shall have the meaning:

Certified Forester — a degreed forester certified by the Society of American Foresters

Critical Root Zone — the area within a concentric circle centered on the trunk location, with a

diameter equal in feet to twice the number of the Tree’s trunk diameter in inches.

Crown — the Tree’s branches and leaves.

Crown Clearance — the distance from the ground to the lower branches of the Tree.

Crown Configuration — shape of the Crown

Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) — diameter of the Tree 4.5 ft above the ground.

Drip Line — a concentric circle reaching to the tips of the largest branches of the Tree.

Fiscal Security — a cash deposit to secure the cost of replacement Trees as set out herein.

Lot - a parcel of land defined in Chapter 74, Section 74-1.

Low Impact Activity — projects such including but not limited to walkways, sprinkler systems,
fences, small Structures such as pool motors and filters and air conditioning/heating equipment,
or re-roofing of Structures, which will not have any significant adverse effect upon any Protected
Tree, as determined by a Certified Forester approved by the City building official.

Mulitiple-Trunk Tree — a Tree with two or more trunks visibly connected above the ground.

Protected Tree — a Qualified Tree as hereinafter defined equal to or greater than 3” DBH

Qualified Tree — any Tree of a species that is included in Section 66-33 hereof.

Remodeling — alterations or modifications made to a Structure which would alter the footprint of
said Structure. ‘

Required Minimum Density (RMD) — one RMD Tree per 1000 ft* of Lot area. At least 25% of the
RMD Trees must be located within the Building Area as defined in Chapter 74, Section 74-1.

Replacement Tree — a Protected Tree.

RMD Tree — any tree of greater than or equal to 3” DBH that is included in the RMD calculation
of a lot.

Public Right-of-Way (ROW) — the surface, air space above the surface, and area below the surface
of any street, highway, lane, path, alley, sidewalk, boulevard, drive, bridge, tunnel, easement, or
similar property dedicated to the public within the City.

Root Pruning — a clean cut between the undisturbed and disturbed root zones within the Critical
Root Zone of a Tree; commonly done with a rock saw or similar equipment to minimize root
damage.

Setback Lines - Front, Side, Rear Yards as defined in Chapter 74-244 (c).

Shared Tree - a Tree the body of the trunk of which grows on the property line of different owners.

Structure - anything constructed or erected that requires location on the ground, or is attached to
something having a location on the ground, including but not limited to signs, fences, walls,
water fountains, ponds, air-conditioning/heating equipment, swimming pools, swimming pool
motors and filters, gazebos, tennis/sports courts, driveways, walkways, poles, and buildings,
whether of a temporary or permanent nature.

Tree — a self-supporting woody plant with a single trunk, un-branched for several feet above the
ground, supporting a definitely formed Crown and having a mature height of at least 20 feet.
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Tree Disposition Permit — a permit issued by the City of Piney Point Village allowing removal of,
or damage to, any Protected Tree or RMD Tree.

Tree Disposition Plan — A written plan prepared by a Certified Forester indicating how all
Protected Trees and RMD Trees and their Critical Root Zones on a Lot, and all Protected Trees
and RMD Trees located elsewhere, which have 30% or more of their Critical Root Zone in a Lot,
are to be protected pursuant to Section 66-48 hereof; and how replacement Trees and/or new
Trees are to be maintained to encourage survival and sustained growth.

Tree Survey - an on-the-ground survey of Protected Trees and RMD Trees on a Lot, showing the
location, circumference, Crown Configuration, Crown Clearance, Crown area (Drip Line),
Critical Root Zone (CRZ), types (species); and the same information on any Protected Tree or
RMD Tree located elsewhere which has 30 % or more of its Crown or CRZ in such Lot.

Section 66-33. Qualified Trees

Pecan Drummond Red Maple River Birch

Black Walnut Winged Elm Fringe Tree

Cedar Elm Nuttall Oak Sycamore

American Elm Sweetgum Southern Magnolia
Eastern Red Cedar White Oak Swamp Chestnut Oak
Green Ash Yellow Poplar Bald Cypress
Overcup Oak Live Oak Loblolly Pine
Shumard Oak Bur Oak Post Oak

Division 2. Requirements for Compliance
Section 66-45. Tree Disposition Permit Required
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to remove any Protected Tree or RMD Tree, or to damage or
cause serious trauma (as determined by a Certified Forester) to any Protected Tree or RMD Tree
during any of the following activities, without having first obtained a Tree Disposition Permit,

unless otherwise exempted by the provisions of this Section.

1. Demolition/Remodeling/Construction/New Construction of any Structure requiring a building
permit.

2. Tree Removal of Protected Trees or RMD Trees, unless:

Replacement Trees are provided to meet the Required Minimum Density as set out in
Section 66-48.

A Shared Tree requires the written consent of each owner before any action under this
Section 66-45 can take place.

3. Trenching/Boring/Pruning for Utility Installation or Maintenance.
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